
    
   

 
 

 

NEUROSURGERY/NEURO-ONCOLOGY CLINICS ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE RESEARCH LABORATORIES COMMUNITY EXTENSION 
400 Parnassus Avenue, 8th Floor 505 Parnassus Avenue 1450 Third Street, Mission Bay     Napa Neurosurgery Clinic 
Box 0350 (Neurosurgery) Room M-779, Box 0112 Helen Diller Family Cancer Research Building Phone:  707/554-8273 
Box 0372 (Neuro-oncology) San Francisco, CA 94143 Mail Code 0520; P.O. Box 5859001 Fax:  707/642-8273 
San Francisco, CA 94143 Phone: 415/353-3933 San Francisco, CA 94158-9001 Marin Neurosurgery Clinic 
Phone: 415/353-7500 (Neurosurgery) Fax: 415/353-3910 Phone: 415/476-2876 Phone:  415/514-6868 
            415/353-2966 (Neuro-oncology)  Fax: 415/514-9792 Fax:  415/461-4398 
Fax:     415/353-2889    
            415/353-2167    

MITCHEL S. BERGER, MD 
Chairman 
 

Adult Brain Tumors 
Manish K. Aghi, MD, PhD 
Mitchel S. Berger, MD 
Sandeep Kunwar, MD 
Michael W. McDermott, MD 
Philip Theodosopoulos, MD 
 

Brain and Spinal Injury 
Sanjay Dhall, MD 
Gregory Hawryluk, MD, PhD  
Michael Huang, MD 
Geoffrey T. Manley, MD, PhD 
 

Cerebrovascular Disorders 
Michael T. Lawton, MD 
Michael Huang, MD 
 

Epilepsy and Pain  
Edward F. Chang, MD 
 

Neuro-oncology 
Anuradha Banerjee, MD 
Nicholas Butowski, MD 
Susan M. Chang, MD 
Jennifer Clarke, MD 
Sabine Mueller, MD, PhD 
Theodore Nicolaides, MD 
Michael D. Prados, MD 
 

Neuropsychology 
Caroline Belkoura, PhD 
 

Neurospinal Disorders 
Christopher P. Ames, MD 
Dean Chou, MD 
Sanjay Dhall, MD 
Praveen V. Mummaneni, MD 
Philip R. Weinstein, MD 
 

Pediatric Neurosurgery 
Kurtis Auguste, MD 
Nalin Gupta, MD, PhD 
Corey Raffel MD, PhD 
Ronald Shallat, MD 
Peter Sun, MD 
 
Peripheral Nerve Disorders 
Michel Kliot, MD 
 

Pituitary Endocrinology 
Lewis S. Blevins Jr., MD 
 

Functional Neurosurgery 
Edward F. Chang, MD 
Paul S. Larson, MD 
Daniel A. Lim, MD, PhD 
Philip A. Starr, MD, PhD 
Phiroz Tarapore, MD 
 

Community Extension 
Tarun Arora, MD, Director 
Keith Quattrocchi, MD, PhD 
Archimedes Ramirez, MD 
Jeffrey Yablon, MD 
 
 

RESEARCH LABORATORIES 
Brain Tumor Research Center 
Arturo Alvarez-Buylla, PhD 
Krystof Bankiewicz, MD, PhD  
Gabriele Bergers, PhD 
Joseph F. Costello, PhD 
John Forsayeth, PhD 
Rintaro Hashizume MD, PhD 
Jeanette Hyer, PhD 
C. David James, PhD 
Annette Molinaro, PhD 
Arie Perry, MD 
Claudia Petritsch, PhD 
Joanna Phillips, MD, PhD 
Russell O. Pieper, PhD 
John Wiencke, PhD 
Margaret Wrensch, PhD 
Shichun Zheng, MD 
Kyle Walsh, PhD 
 

Brain and Spinal Injury Center 
Michael S. Beattie, PhD 
Jacqueline C. Bresnahan, PhD 
Adam Ferguson, PhD 
Linda J. Noble-Haeusslein, PhD 
 

Cerebrovascular Research 
Arnau Benet, MD 
Jialing Liu, PhD 
S. Scott Panter, PhD 
 

Epilepsy Research 
Scott C. Baraban, PhD 
 

October 27, 2014 
 
Dear Steven: 
 
I wanted to thank you again for your kind invitation to attend the Living Like a Warrior 
gala on July 12th, 2014 in Denver. My colleague, Dr. Samaranch, and I enjoyed it 
tremendously and we were touched by your generosity and passion. Clearly, the 
Wylder Nation Foundation is off to a great start and you may count us as enthusiastic 
supporters. 
 
In particular, I wanted to commend you on assembling a remarkable roundtable of 
scientists and clinicians to discuss therapeutic prospects for the treatment of Niemann-
Pick A. I must admit that, at first, I was unsure of what would be accomplished during 
this discussion, but I was quickly and very pleasantly reassured. The presence of 
experts like Dr. Schuchman and Dr. Wasserstein from Mt. Sinai Medical Center, along 
with Dr. Seng Cheng from Genzyme Corporation catalyzed a vibrant discussion of the 
challenges and clinical issues that has transformed our research plans for development 
of a gene therapy for Niemann-Pick A.  
 
As a direct result of the roundtable discussion in Denver and Wylder Nation 
Foundation’s unique ability to foster communication and collaboration across sectors, 
our lab has formed a collaborative effort with Drs. Schuchman and Wasserstein from 
Mount Sinai, and Dr. Ledesma from Spain to submit an NIH grant in order to bring a 
therapy to the clinic for NPA.    
 
We owe you a great debt of gratitude for assembling and hosting such a productive 
meeting and the team here at UCSF looks forward to a continued association with 
Wylder Nation as we work hard to develop an effective therapy for this tragic disease. 
 
As I previously mentioned our lab came to Denver with an objective and departed with 
a mission. Please count on me to be a strong supporter of the work you are doing. You 
have converted me into a fervent champion of the Foundation. 
 
 
Very sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Forsayeth, Ph. D. 
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